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- " 20 December 1954
NBC BRIEFING
VIETNAM
i. In South, Diem's chances for success appear dimmer than ever.
A, Bars able and forthright ex-defense minister cuat
from cabinet pest, on grounds sects’ oprosition,
B. Heanwhile, sects give only iukewarm support to Diem,
fight among themeelves,
C. BSplit with army only superficially hesled by General
Hinh's ouster.

o Cluckoalig 9oy Sul )
I, General Collins )would defer’final judgwent on Diem until

arly January.

S

t}f L &, 1If no improvement by then, Collins sees three
) _ alternatives:
- Q 1. 4 government under Quat,
. . QAE | 2. A goverument under Bac Dai, including Diem and
E \( N grat,
- 8. UF withdrawsl from YVietnam,
111, Mesnwhile, increasing irdications that French poliry for
area now aimiag toward ensuriamg salvage Yrench interests
in event expected Viet ¥ink take-over.
1V. Zainsteny’s nission in North is wajor instrument tiis policy.
4, Baluteny scaepted by Viet Minh 14 Necewber as official
Freoch delegatc general to Viet Minh government.
B. Viet Mink press (18 Dec) welcomed official French
representation, moted Viet ¥Minh must scon Teciprocate

Army review(s)
completed. with official delegate to French goverament.
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C. Sainteny's aims:

1. BReach wofus vivendi with ¥iet #ink to ensure

French cultural, and sconomic interests in
North.,

2. Bstablisgh basis for similar wodus vivendi in

South should Viet Winh take over.
3. Break ground for general ‘coealstence policy
with Orbit.
V. Widesyread desire in France for general poiicy ‘coexistence.’
£, BSainteny nission gains inmpetus frow strong con-~
Communist pressure ip National Lsmembliy, particularly
amonp Gaullists, Badical Bocianlists.

B. Fro-governuent Le Monde observad (4 Dec) necessary
"make US understand our common interesst in attempting
the coexistence experiment, and Indochina offers
the experimental ground.’

€, PFourther example this thinking--ex-president aAuriel
(18 Dec): Viet Minh sure to win 1956 elections,
hence France's only chance lies im strict application
of Geneva agreoment. Paris should now try to reach

understanding with goverumeots of both North and

BSouth Vietrnaw.
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